
A brown bat was found on a driveway on Cragmore Drive, Friday, 13 June 2008.  The City
Animal Control Officer was contacted and lab test results confirmed that the bat was rabid.
Residents should insure that pets have been vaccinated. Rabies background information follows:

Although bats can carry the rabies virus, most bats are not infected with it. The only way rabies can be
diagnosed in a bat, however, is by laboratory testing. There are several signs, though, that could indicate a
bat is more likely to be infected with the rabies virus. Bats seen during the day, those found in a place
where bats are usually not found (e.g., in a room in your home, on your lawn, etc.) or bats that are unable to
fly are more likely to be infected than others. Bats, like all wild animals, should never be handled.

The first sign of rabies is usually a change in the animal's behavior. An animal need not be "foaming at the
mouth" to have rabies. Other signs include difficulty walking, a general appearance of sickness or a change
in the animal's normal behavior. For example, if an animal that is normally wild and avoids contact with
humans approaches a picnic area, campsite or home and appears tame or friendly, consider it rabid.
Conversely, if a normally tame and friendly animal becomes hostile or aggressive without provocation, it
too should be considered rabid. A rabid animal usually dies within one week after showing signs of the
disease.


